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Weekly Newsletter -  Issue #74.8 

F U R Z E PLATT  FOCUS 

Monday 21st October – Friday 25th October 2024 

PTFA 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Term 1 

Thank you to all our community for their 

contributions to the first term of the 

2024/25 academic year. As I hope you 

have seen via our social media feeds, 

there has been some great learning with 

students engaging with a whole series of topics, theories 

and practical sessions. Beyond the classroom, students 

have enjoyed a range of visits, clubs and sporting fixtures, 

as well as supported our Open and Celebration Evenings. 

It has been great to reward students this week in our 

Celebration Assemblies for all their hard work and 

commitment during the term. Many congratulations to all 

who received an award. 
 

Year 11 Parents Evening 

One of the additional pleasures of this term has been the 

number of opportunities for face-to-face meetings with 

parents and carers via our Prepare to Succeed, Meet the 

Tutor and Parents Evenings. It really is good to have these 

events fully reinstated. 

To that end, it was lovely to see so many parents, carers 

and students at our Year 11 Parents Evening on Thursday. 

With PPEs together with examinations next summer fast 

approaching it was great for us to share details on how 

students are progressing and highlight areas that need 

focus. Good luck to our Year 11s as they prepare for their 

upcoming PPEs. 
 

West Wittering Fieldtrip 

Thank you to all our Year 9 students, parents and carers for 

supporting our Geography visits this week. There has been 

a lot of positive feedback and hopefully students learnt a lot 

from the trip, as well as enjoyed the experience. 
 

Inter-House 

Congratulations to all those students who represented their 

Houses at rugby. There was some tough but fun 

competition. 

 

TERM 2 EVENTS ALL EVENTS 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

MON 11- FRI 15 
NOVEM BER  

Year 11 Pre-Public Examinations  

THU 21 

NOVEM BER  
Sixth Form Open Evening 6pm - 9pm 

FRI 22 

NOVEM BER  
Late Start 9.15am 

TUE 26 

NOVEM BER  

Careers and Higher Education 

Fair (CHEF) 
6pm - 8pm 

THU 28 

NOVEM BER  

Year 12 Parents’ & Students’ 

Consultation Evening 

4.15pm - 

7.15pm 

FRI 29 

NOVEM BER  

INSET Day - School closed for all 

year groups 
All Day 

MON 2 - FRI 13 
DECEM BER  

Inter House Sports Weeks  

TUE 3 

DECEM BER  
Flu Immunisations - Years 7 - 11  

WED 11 

DECEM BER  
Christmas Concert 7pm - 9pm 

THU 12 

DECEM BER  

Year 13 Parents’ & Students’ 

Consultation Evening 

4.15pm - 

7.15pm 

FRI 20 

DECEM BER  
End of Term 2 - Early finish 12.30pm finish 

MON 23 - FRI 3 

DECEM BER -  JANUARY  
Christmas Holidays  

MON 6 

JANUARY  
Start of Term 3 8.40am start 

FRI 25 

OCTOBER  
End of Term 1 3.15pm finish 

MON 28 - FRI 1 

OCTOBER -  NOV EM BER  
Half Term Holidays  

MON 4 

NOVEM BER  
Start of Term 2 (Week 1) 8.40am start 

Finally, I wish all members of our community an enjoyable 

half term. We will see students back at FPSS on Monday 4 

November. 

 

Take care, 

Dr Andrew J Morrison (BA Hons, PGCE, MA, PhD) 

Headteacher 
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CAREERS AND HIGHER EDUCATION FAIR 2024 

This year’s Careers and Higher Education Fair, for students 

in Years 9-13 and their parents, will take place on Tuesday 

26th November, 6pm – 8pm. 

We aim to have about 25 universities here and around 40 

stalls representing a wide range of careers and industries. 

We still have a few spaces available if any parents would 

like to take part and showcase their career or industry or 

could suggest someone who might be interested.  We will 

welcome any career field but would particularly love to 

include any of the following  

 

• Physiotherapy  

• Psychology 

• Estate agents 

• Hospitality - hotels 

• Motor vehicles -any aspect  

• Fashion 

• Retail 

 

If you can help, please email judith.bubb@furzeplatt.net    

 

The results are in… 

 

Congratulations to Falcon House for winning the House 

Quiz! 

3,000 3,600 3,200 2,000 

YEAR 7  

House Place Points 

Eagle 2 600 

Osprey 1 1000 

Falcon 4 200 

Hawk 3 400 

YEAR 8 

House Place Points 

Eagle 4 200 

Osprey 2 600 

Falcon 1 1000 

Hawk 3 400 

YEAR 9  

House Place Points 

Eagle 3 400 

Osprey 4 200 

Falcon 1 1000 

Hawk 2 600 

YEAR 10 

House Place Points 

Eagle 1 (tied) 1000 

Osprey 4 200 

Falcon 1 (tied) 1000 

Hawk 3 400 

YEAR 11 

House Place Points 

Eagle 1 1000 

Osprey 2 600 

Falcon 3 400 

Hawk 4 200 

SIXTH FORM 

House Place Points 

Eagle 4 400 

Osprey 2 (tied) 600 

Falcon 1 1000 

Hawk 2 (tied) 600 
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We are thrilled to announce the top five students from each 

year group for Sparx Maths this half term at Furze Platt 

Senior School! These students have excelled in their 

commitment to Maths practice, demonstrating hard work, 

perseverance, and a passion for learning. Sparx Maths is a 

great way for students to reinforce their understanding, and 

we are proud of these top achievers for their dedication.  

Miss Rebecca Lake, Deputy Headteacher  

Mrs Hayley Bull, Head of Maths  

Mrs Jenny Searle, Head of Maths  

Please note:  

change of date 

STUDENT AND PARENT WEBINARS 

Please see the below message from GCSEPod for 

students in Years 10 and 11. Students in Year 10 have 

been shown how to log on to GCSEPod this week during 

tutor time. 

We have two exclusive FREE webinars with Cameron 

Parker, the UK’s #1 motivational speaker for schools. 

These high-energy sessions are designed to supercharge 

students’ motivation, upgrade their mindset, and set them 

on the path to success this academic year. 

 

Webinar 1: Mindset and Motivation for Teenagers 

Wednesday 6th November at 6pm 

Do you want to feel fired up and ready to take on 

challenges with a fresh, positive mindset? This dynamic 

session will arm students with the tools to stay focused 

and motivated even in difficult times. Cameron will share 

real-world strategies to overcome doubt, distractions, and 

procrastination, leaving pupils feeling confident and ready 

to excel. Expect plenty of energy and inspiration to help 

your son / daughter smash their goals! 

Webinar 2: Get Exam Ready NOW! 

Tuesday 26th February at 6pm 

This webinar is packed with practical strategies to level up 

revision game so students learn how to ace their exams! 

Cameron’s no-nonsense approach covers powerful 

revision techniques, time management, and staying 

focused under pressure. This isn’t about cramming; it’s 

about building a plan and the habits to walk into the exam 

room prepared and confident. 

 

Parents and carers are also invited to an exclusive webinar 

designed to help support your child’s learning journey with 

GCSEPod. This session will provide valuable insights into 

how GCSEPod can enhance study habits and improve 

academic performance. 
 

Webinar details: 

Thursday 7th November, 5pm- 6pm 

Platform: Microsoft Teams 

During the webinar, we will cover: 

• A look at the teenage brain 

• How to navigate and use the platform effectively 

• Tips for supporting your child’s learning at home 

• A Q&A session to address any questions you may have 

STUDENT SIGN UP 

STUDENT SIGN UP 

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP 

Thehan Y  

Kehan Y  

Huzaifa N  

Rejna S  

Roan S  

Khalid O  

Veanne W  

Tomás N  

Charlie C  

Simon W  

Gretel A  

Kaylie L  

Leyton C  

Lily S  

Florence T  

Janiru Y  

Lucas V  

Miley K  

Arshia R  

Patryk R  

Xander K  

Rida EZ  

Mazin K  

Anisah H  

Anum M  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
https://events.bizzabo.com/655563/
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https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/cd8909f9-1e95-4258-95af-ac29b5fb5e0a@739195a1-f5d6-4d9a-ac42-a1dbb7c7413d
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club or academic support clinic emails sent to you in two 

easy steps: 

1. Click on the link in the email as usual to see clubs/

clinics 

2. Click ‘create account’ button. 

  

Please note: 

* all bookings for Term 2 must be made through the 

original email invitations sent out on Friday 25
th
 October  

* once in the list of clubs or academic support clinics, click 

on the name of the activity or session you wish to book 

and press confirm 

* please do not duplicate club bookings per session 

* students in upper years may see invitations to academic 

clubs that are not part of their specific academic 

programme; emails are sent to year groups so please only 

choose sessions that are relevant to your son/daughter 

* if your son or daughter wishes to be removed from a 

club completely, please email enrichment@furzeplatt.net 

and provide as much notice as possible to allow time for 

that place to be allocated to someone on the waiting list.   

 

Thank you.   

 

We are excited to recognise the top five students on the 

Reading Plus leaderboard for Half Term 1 in Key Stage 3 at 

Furze Platt Senior School! These students have shown 

exceptional dedication to improving their reading skills and 

have made significant progress through their consistent 

engagement with the platform.    

Their hard work and commitment to reading not only enhance 

their literacy skills but also inspire their peers to embrace the 

joy of reading. Congratulations to our Reading Plus stars for 

their fantastic achievements!   

Miss Rebecca Lake, Deputy Headteacher  

Mrs Vinta Byrne, English Coordinator  

 

 

 

SCHOOL CLUBS  

Term 2: November - December 

Parents and carers of students in all year groups will have 

received e-mail invitations today (Friday 25th October) to 

book clubs for their son/daughter next term.  

The email was headed Furze Platt Senior School with the 

email address evolve.furzeplattsnrvisits@edufocus.co.uk. If 

you have not yet received an email please check your junk / 

spam folders. 

 

Parents and carers may wish to sign up to My EVOLVE for an 

overview of clubs, what’s on etc – you can do this from the 

SCHOOL CLUBS WEBPAGE 

Maxwell R  

Kehan K  

Matthew C  

Luna BS  

Lilly R  

Veanne W  

Simon W  

Jas P  

Reuben C  

Yazan A  

Uswa A  

Antoinnette L  

Zack P  

Seb S  

Nathan R  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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This week gardening club organised the judging and 

carving of the winning designs in the school house 

pumpkin competition.  Well done to all the participants and 

the winners! 

In term 2 tree planting season will begin, so sign up if your 

child wants to join the club. And of course we will try to 

incorporate a Christmas craft of some description next 

term too. 

Cont. on page 6 

Great to see our Year 11 students putting their creativity and 

skills to work in Textiles! They’ve been hard at work 

practicing dressmaking techniques, and we are looking 

forward to seeing the results soon. 

Our Year 8 students are showing fantastic teamwork as they 

work together on their dough ball recipe in Food Tech! It’s 

great to see them collaborating and learning new skills in the 

kitchen. 

Shoutout to our amazing Year 11 Construction group for 

showcasing their plumbing skills this morning! They’ve been 

working hard, applying their learning to real-world projects, 

and we couldn’t be more proud of their dedication and 

teamwork. 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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Meet Sunny, our new leopard gecko, chosen by Science 

Club students after weeks of research and presentations. 

Sunny was voted the top choice!  

This week, our Year 9 students enjoyed an educational trip 

to West Wittering beach to explore coastal processes, 

landforms, and coastal management. The day was filled with 

hands-on learning as students examined the natural 

features of the coastline, such as sand dunes, beaches, and 

groynes. They observed the effects of erosion, longshore 

drift, and deposition, gaining insight into how these 

processes shape the coast.  

The group also learned about various coastal management 

techniques in place to protect the shoreline from erosion and 

flooding. The trip provided an excellent opportunity for 

students to see classroom concepts come to life. 

Mr Wellard and the Geography Department  

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net


 

If you have any news items you wish to feature in our newsletter please email: media@furzeplatt.net 

7 A M B I T I O U S   C O L L A B O R A T I V E    H A P P Y    I N T E G R I T Y   E N D U R A N C E   V E R S A T I L I T Y   E X C E L L E N C E  

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER (CLOSES 7TH NOVEMBER) 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

SEND US YOUR FEEDBACK 

At Furze Platt Senior School, we value the dedication and 

hard work of our staff immensely. As part of our ongoing 

efforts to show appreciation, we kindly request your 

feedback. Your insights will contribute to recognising and 

celebrating the exceptional efforts of our staff.  

Please take a moment to share your thoughts on how our 

staff have positively impacted your child's educational 

journey in term one. 

Your feedback means the world to us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAIDENHEAD DANCE FESTIVAL 

Next week during half term, FPSS is proud to welcome the 

Dance section of the Maidenhead Festival of Music and 

Dance again for its annual competition.  The festival attracts 

young dancers from across Maidenhead and the 

surrounding regions and always promises a riot of 

talent.  Competitors display their skills in all areas of dance 

from Tap and Ballet to Greek Dance, Cabaret and Musical 

Theatre.  Good luck to all performers! 

mailto:media@furzeplatt.net
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